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Israel’s Biden-backed war machine is once again bearing down on defenseless Lebanese 

people. Hostilities on the Israeli/Lebanon border have been occurring since the establishment 

of Israel and the dispossession of Palestinians and their land in 1948. But last week’s war-

crime-laden escalation by Netanyahu stunned the world. 

It started with bombings followed by the simultaneous booby-trapped “red button” explosion 

of thousands of pagers and two-way radios inside Lebanon on September 17, 2024, and 

September 18, 2024, held by or near Lebanese militants, and civilian men, women, children, 
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health workers, storekeepers, etc. Thirty-seven people were killed and 3700 others were 

injured – losing hands, eyes, and fingers. Many also suffered internal organ damage. 

Such an attack at this scale is unprecedented in human history. While the ambulances and 

overwhelmed hospitals were taking in the casualties, Israeli F-16s (provided by the U.S.) 

struck throughout Lebanon, killing over 700 people and injuring thousands, many of them 

women and children – a staggering total of 1600 targets in two days. 

International law experts condemned the mega-raid. They pointed to the war crime of booby-

trapping a product, and the vast disproportionate harm to innocent civilians compared to 

Israel’s military objective to destroy Hezbollah’s militia that has been exchanging unequal 

missiles with Israel since October 8, 2023. 

As has been the case for decades, Lebanese casualties were vastly greater than Israeli 

casualties. Israel has a modern air defense system that shuts down most of the incoming 

missiles. Hezbollah’s military might has been long exaggerated by its Israeli adversary to 

justify regularly bombing Syria, attacking Iran, and getting more weapons from the U.S. 

In reality, Hezbollah – a political party and social service organization, has a militia greatly 

outnumbered and overpowered by the Israeli military in soldiers, destructive weaponry, and 

money from the U.S. 

Furtively booby-trapping a consumer product like a pager or two-way radio opens a new 

phase of warfare. This savagery prompted Leon Panetta, former Director of the CIA and 

former Secretary of Defense, in an interview on the CBS “Sunday Morning” news show to 

charge Israel with “terrorism.” No prominent national security figure has ever assailed Israel 

this way. Herewith his words: 

“The ability to be able to place an explosive in technology that is very prevalent these days. 

And turn it into a war of terror. Really, a war of terror. This is something new,” said Panetta. 

“I don’t think there’s any question that it’s a form of terrorism…This is going right into the 

supply chain, right into the supply chain. And when you have terror going into the supply 

chain, it makes people ask the question, what the hell is next?” added Panetta. 

Panetta would never have uttered these words without the concurrence of the CIA and the 

Department of Defense. Still no consequences for Netanyahu by the U.S. government. 

These officials now fear a new booby-trap era of warfare. Computers, motor vehicles, 

smartphones, and many other electronic products could become weapons of war. People all 

over the world now have this Israeli-triggered anxiety, dread and fear. Netanyahu has made 

the push button a trigger for mayhem and murder – acts of large-scale terrorism. He and his 

predecessors have always characterized offensive acts violating the laws of war as 
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“acceptable” defensive tactics. The supine Congress and White House regularly rubber-stamp 

their violations of several U.S. laws on behalf of the Israeli government. (See the letter sent to 

John Kirby on September 12, 2024). 

Consider the aftermath. No denunciation by Biden, Blinken or Austin. No condemnation or 

calls for public hearings by leading Republicans, or leading Democrats in Congress. The Hill 

reported that Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) said, “This attack clearly and 

unequivocally violates international humanitarian law and undermines US efforts to prevent a 

wider conflict… Congress needs a full accounting of the attack, including an answer from the 

State Department as to whether any US assistance went into the development or deployment 

of this technology,” she added. Representatives Jamaal Bowman (D-NY) and Cori Bush (D-

MO) were also critical of the attack. 

Alarmingly, there were no editorials in the following week criticizing Netanyahu in the 

Washington Post and the New York Times. 

Imagine if Hezbollah did this to Israeli society. The devaluation of Palestinian and Lebanese 

lives can only be called racist. 

Biden’s forked tongue address to the United Nations this week touted peace and democracy 

while his autocracy funds war. Not a word against what his friend Leon Panetta called Israeli 

terrorism. Just another feeble fig leaf call for a 21-day truce mocked by the extreme genocidal 

Israeli regime, funded by coerced American taxpayers. 

Hezbollah emerged after the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982 which lasted 18 years with 

the Israeli army occupying South Lebanon (and its coveted Litani River) where millions of 

historically downtrodden Lebanese Shia Muslims lived. They were abused by the Israeli 

army. Hezbollah was formed in 1982 to defend these impoverished, subjugated people. 

In an ocean of lies, starting with his mysterious, still officially uninvestigated collapse of the 

multi-tiered border security system on October 7, 2023, which opened the door to the Hamas 

attack, Netanyahu has uttered one truth: “Nothing will stop us.” The nuclear-equipped Israeli 

regional Empire dominates the Middle East. But it always needs an enemy for its internal 

domestic politics and for expanding its very advantageous alliance with the United States 

Empire. Netanyahu is despised by three out of four Israelis but the next election is not until 

October 2026. Some in the pages of the Israeli newspaper Haaretz have argued that 

Netanyahu may be scuttling talk of a ceasefire to avoid his pending criminal trial for 

corruption. 

Iran, a poor nation with about 91 million people and a GDP considerably smaller than the 

GDP of Massachusetts, has been a target of the U.S. since the CIA overthrew the popularly 
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elected Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh in 1953. His crime: he wanted to take control 

of Iranian oil from the foreign Anglo-Iranian oil company. 

It was the U.S. government that supported then Iraq ally Saddam Hussein to invade Iran in 

1980, which cost Iran hundreds of thousands of lives. It was George W. Bush who called Iran 

one of the countries making up the Axis of Evil and proceeded to encircle it with the U.S. 

military from Iraq to the Afghanistan borders. Do you wonder why Iran’s rulers are freaked 

out over its national security and builds allies in the face of both punishing U.S. sanctions 

harming civilian lives and recurrent Israeli sabotage and killings inside Iran? 

Violently messing around in other weak countries’ backyards, and backing dictators and 

coups are the touchstones of Empire. Eventually, all Empires devour themselves. 

In the meantime, are you surprised that the CIA and Department of Defense have teams 

studying what they call “Blowback” —a term they coined before 9/11? You know how that 

attack convulsed our country, deprived our domestic needs and intensified Bush/Cheney’s 

fury into even more countries (e.g., invading Iraq) pushing ever bigger, draining military 

budgets? 

U.S. blowback analysts are apprehensive about the spread of Israeli-style “red button” 

explosives and the ingenious, and ever-cheaper armed drones. They see such technologies as 

potential threats within the U.S. 

Such is the peril of nations whose leaders wage constant profitable, preventable wars and 

decline to wage muscular peace with comparable determination. 

Ralph Nader is a consumer advocate, lawyer and author of Only the Super-Rich Can Save 

Us!  
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