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War Breeds War, Peace Breeds Prosperity
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"Having seen the people of all other nations bowed down to the earth under the wars and
prodigalities of their rulers, I have cherished their opposites, peace, economy, and riddance of
public debt, believing that these were the high road to public as well as private prosperity and
happiness."
– Thomas Jefferson

by R. Lee Wrights

War breeds war. That is all it can do. War does nothing but devour valuable resources and
destroy precious lives for the sole purpose of perpetuating itself. As Randolph Bourne wrote,
"War is the health of the State." War is a mechanism used by the ruling elites of the State to
coerce and control the people, so it becomes essential that whenever one war is complete,
another is instigated elsewhere so that the mechanism keeps running.

On the other hand, peace breeds prosperity. If War is indeed the “health of the State,” then Peace
can be nothing less than the “health of the People.” Being at peace means valuable natural
resources can be preserved and used at home where we need them most. Being at peace means
young fathers and mothers can live and enjoy free trade, not only among themselves but with the
world, instead of dying capriciously and unnecessarily, for political gain or to line the pockets of
those who profit from their sacrifice.

With the Internet, the world today is literally our marketplace. War shuts down part of that
marketplace, but peace allows that marketplace to thrive. The War on Terror declared after the
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tragic events on September 11, 2001 has led to one war right after another. This caravan of
conflict has plunged us deeper into debt as we sacrifice our precious natural resources, not the
least of which are our brave men and women. In fact, those who volunteer to defend and protect
the Constitution are those we should be most concerned about. They should be working in
America, not dying in Afghanistan or Iraq or Libya, or wherever the warmongers who control
our government care to send them!

We have tried war, over and over again. We never prosper from war, and the problems caused by
war only make things worse. As the old ’60s song goes: “…all we are saying is, give peace a
chance.” Even a quick review of history reveals, when there is no war people prosper. There
have been economic booms, scientific advancements, and cultural progress after every conflict
America has fought, beginning with our War of Independence.

History also teaches us that the key elements to prosperity are freedom and peace. You do not go
to war with people you like, or with people you know, or with people with whom you are trading
and doing business. Even after our fledgling republic was nearly torn asunder by civil war which
literally pitted brother against brother and nearly destroyed the South, our reunited nation and all
of her people advanced and prospered after peace was restored.

Despite common belief, World War II did not end the Great Depression, but in fact delayed the
recovery. “Tanks, bombs, and helicopters have limited uses outside of military applications,”
writes Art Carden, assistant professor of economics and business at Rhodes College in Memphis,
Tenn. and an adjunct fellow with the Oakland, California–based Independent Institute. “The
labor that was used to produce them was not available to produce consumer goods and services;
in fact, people went without consumer goods.” The boom began after the war, when the troops
came home.

Instead of teaching our young people to kill, we should be teaching them about commerce and
trade. In a word: business. But because war has become America’s business, some would even
say its chief industry, all other business suffers. Now any good accountant will tell you, in order
to have a successful business you must be able to show a profit, and the bottom line is — war
doesn’t pay. That is what makes it such a lousy business for our nation to get into. With the one
exception of defending the country from foreign attack, war only takes, giving nothing in return,
save economic ruin and human heartaches. The natural resources and manpower eaten up by an
imperialistic war machine are lost forever to starving job markets and industry at home.

The young people who have volunteered to serve in our military, for what they were told and
believed was a noble cause, have sacrificed more than enough. It’s time for America to end the
deceit engineered to gain their loyalty and trust and to stop dishonoring their sacrifice by wasting
their lives in dishonorable, futile, and endless conflict. Bring them home where they can work for
themselves and their families, prospering in a peaceful country. The biggest favor we could do
for most of our troops would be to retire them so they can come home and go to work. We need
prosperous patriots more than we need hallowed heroes. We can make this country great again,
but it will require peace. Peace breeds plentiful production, while war can only breed devastating
destruction.
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You say you want to do something about jobs? Stop occupying everything from public streets to
private parks. Occupy Congress and tell them to stop killing people all over the world, stop
making new enemies every chance they get, and get out of the way of creative and productive
entrepreneurs so that Americans can once again start producing the best goods and services on
the planet! Bring our job force home, America! Open the world to trade by declaring
peace! Maybe — just maybe — once again the "Made in America" tags you see will begin to
rival the number of tags that read "Made in China."

The world needs the goods and services Americans can potentially produce more than it needs
some planetary protection from evil that America can’t possibly provide. War is waste. Peace is
production. War breeds war. Peace breeds prosperity. What do you believe America needs more
of right now? Which could you use more of right now?


