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Missile targets Afghan president palace 
 

 
Sep 25, 2011  
 
 

 
A huge explosion has reportedly taken place near the presidential palace in Afghanistan's capital city of 

Kabul, injuring at least three people. 
 
 
 
The incident occurred Sunday night when a missile was reportedly launched from an 
unidentified location, targeting the palace. The rocket attack was followed by gunfire, according 
to local reports. 
 
Other wire reports, however, have quoted Afghan officials as saying that some shots were heard 
from a compound used by the main US spy network, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 
Kabul.  
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Afghan interior ministry spokesman Siddiq Siddiqui said the gunfire took place in Ariana Hotel 
compound which is part of the US embassy facility in Kabul.  
 
A US official in Washington confirmed that there was an attack on a building used by American 
officials in Kabul. However, the CIA and the US embassy in Kabul have so far failed to 
comment on the incident.  
 
The heavily secured building, only blocks away from the Afghan presidential palace, was 
occupied by the CIA in late 2001 following the US-led invasion of the Asian country, according 
to former US intelligence officials.  
 
The attack came two weeks after Taliban militants fired rocket-propelled grenades and assault 
rifles at the US embassy and NATO headquarters in Kabul in a 19-hour siege of the buildings 
that left four civilians and two Afghan police officers dead.  
 


