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Bomb attack kills 10 peoplein western Iran

NASSER KARIMI
Sep 22, 2010

A bomb exploded at a military parade in northwestean on Wednesday, killing 10
spectators in an attack that one official blamedondish separatists who have fought
Iranian forces in the area for decades.

The blast in the city of Mahabad, close to the bogdvith Iraq and Turkey, also injured
57 people, Iranian media reports said. Most ofvibBms were women and children, said
provincial Governor Vahid Jalalzadeh, who was qdoie a report by Iran's state
broadcasting company.

Iranian forces in the border zone have for yeaash®#d with Kurdish rebels from the

Iranian wing of the Kurdistan Workers Party, whalko has fighters based in Turkey and
Irag. The group in Iran has generally not target®ilians in its campaign for greater

rights for the Kurdish minority, raising the prosp¢hat the bomb might have gone off
prematurely.

A state radio report said the device was detonaiea timer and had been placed under a
bush near the parade route.

Jalalzadeh told state TV the explosion was caraetlby "counterrevolutionaries,” a

reference to the Kurdish separatist group. He ddlie bombing "a terrorist incident” and
said it was carried out with the support of foreggvernments.
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"This move has a foreign root. The U.S. and iteslare present in the region," he said.

Iranian officials have frequently accuse the U.& the West of stoking disorder in the
country, including the unrest that swept Iran affeesident Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's
disputed re-election in June 2009.

State TV broadcast a short segment of video caggfutie moment the blast shook the
parade. It showed soldiers marching in front oftags for VIPs as the sound of the
explosion rang out. The area was left littered wligoris and bits of torn clothing.

The footage also showed military personnel rushinthe blast site and injured women
being treated in a hospital.

The parade was one of several held around the motmtnark the 30th anniversary of
the start of the Iran-Irag war. No military persehwere wounded, Jalalzadeh said.

The Mehr news agency said the dead included theswof two of ranking military
officers.

"The explosion happened opposite the VIP stage gmamen who were present there,"
Jalalzadeh was quoted as saying in the state Taftrep

The Iranian branch of the Kurdish rebel group, Paety for Free Life in Kurdistan, says
it is fighting for greater rights in Iran.

The city of Mahabad is home to 190,000 people —tnobsthem Kurds and Sunni
Muslims. Iran is predominantly Shiite.

Mahabad was once the capital of the self-proclainepdblic of Kurdistan in Iran. Iran's
armed forces recaptured Mahabad in 1946.
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