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On July 17, 2014, Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 crashed in Ukraine's eastern region of Donetsk 

en route from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur. All 298 people on board, mostly Dutch citizens, 

died. 

Forces seeking independence in eastern Ukraine were widely blamed in the West for the attack. 

“Responses to the MH17 incident have been suspect from the first,” veteran International Herald 

Tribune correspondent and European affairs analyst Patrick Smith told Sputnik. 

“There has been a worrisome absence of hard evidence made public, apart from Russia’s report 

that it had satellite imagery indicating two Ukrainian fighter jets had been following the airliner 

prior to the explosion. This report, was of course, ignored among the Western powers.” 

On Tuesday, Ukrainian Deputy Foreign Minister for European Integration Olena Zerkal told a 

briefing in Kiev that the results of the international inquiry would remain classified. 

“The latest determination by the Kiev government to classify results of an international 

investigation adds significantly to the concerns of many that the Ukrainian air force may have 

been responsible for the fatal mistake.” 
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The analyst also criticized the administration of President Barack Obama for its refusal 

to demand that the findings of the new report be published at once. 

“The State Department’s silence on this development, given its energetic assertions in the past, is 

still more worrisome. It is no longer defensible to dismiss the thought that blame lies precisely 

with those who were first and readiest to point fingers.” 

Ivan Eland of the Independent Institute pointed out that evidence available over the past year 

threw doubt on the US and Ukrainian claims that the aircraft had been shot down by the 

independence militants. 

“The Ukrainian government kept open a commercial air corridor through a war. That is the first 

problem. Therefore, the only way a crime could be committed is if those who shot down the 

aircraft knew it was a civilian aircraft and shot it down anyway.” 

New York-based foreign policy analyst and Eurasia Review columnist Michael Averko told 

Sputnik, the Ukrainian government’s decision to keep the new report under wraps was bound 

to boost suspicions around the world that they were trying to cover up a conclusion that would 

damage Kiev’s narrative. 

“The ‘classified’ designation plays into the reasoned notion of a cover-up, relating to the belief 

that the rebel side shot down the MH17.” 

Prior to the MH17 tragedy, Averko pointed out, the Kiev regime forces were attacking their 

adversary from the air in action which led to civilian deaths. 

The Kiev regime had the responsibility to report on airspace within their domain which is unsafe 

for civilian flights, Averko added. 

The Ukrainian government’s reluctance to completely disclose all ground control 

correspondence on this matter is suspicious, he concluded. 
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