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4,100 Afghan soldiers martyred in first 6 months of 

2015: Report 

  
July 22, 2015  

At least 4,100 service members of the Afghan National Army (ANA) and the Afghan National 

Police (ANP) forces have lost their lives during the first six months of the year 2015. 

The latest statistic regarding the Afghan National Security Forces casualties was disclosed in a 

report by the New York Times which shows a 50% increase as compared to the first six months 

of the year 2014. 

According to the Times, the data regarding the Afghan forces casualties was provided by an 

official with the American-led coalition. 

The data also revealed at least 7,800 service members of the Afghan National Security Forces 

were wounded during the same period. 

In the meantime, the Afghan officers identified desertion as a serious problem saying that many 

soldiers were simply being barred from going home and required to fight on the frontlines for 

months straight. 

The considerable growth in Afghan forces casualties comes as the Taliban-led insurgency has 

also been rampant with Afghan commanders and officials in key battleground areas saying that 

while Afghan forces nominally hold key areas, they are often penned in by Taliban forces. 
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Abdul Hadi Khalid a retired Afghan Lieutenant General told the Times “We are in a passive 

defense mode — we are not chasing the enemy,” and called the mounting casualties “grave.” 

Mirdad Khan Nejrabi a member of Afghanistan’s parliament said that while the casualties were 

“very concerning” there would be no large-scale collapse of Afghan forces. 
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