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Vietnam Was No Business of the U.S. Government 

 

 

By Jacob Hornberger 

4/30/2015 

This week marks the 40th anniversary of the communist defeat of the U.S. national-security state 

in Vietnam. Despite the deaths of some 58,000 American soldiers and millions of Vietnamese, 

the country was united under the rule of the communist regime in North Vietnam. With the 

possible exception of World War I, it would be difficult to find a better example of a total waste 

of American life. 

If the U.S. national-security state had won the Vietnam War, we all know what they would be 

teaching children today in America’s public (i.e., government) schools. They would be saying, 

“If the United States had not intervened in Vietnam, we would all be speaking Vietnamese 

today.” After all, isn’t that what they say about FDR’s decision to involve America in World 

War II—“If the United States hadn’t intervened in World War II, we would all be speaking 

German today”? 

And that’s precisely what the Pentagon and the CIA were saying back in the 1960s — that U.S. 

“national security” depended on conscripting American men and forcing them to kill and die 

thousands of miles away in Southeast Asia. If the United States failed to intervene in Vietnam’s 

civil war, we were told, the dominoes would start to fall and ultimately reach the United States, 

at which point the communists would take control over the Interstate Highway System, the IRS, 

Social Security, and the rest of the federal government. 
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We were also told that American troops were killing and dying in Vietnam to protect our “rights 

and freedoms” — the same tripe that we hear today to justify U.S. interventions in Afghanistan, 

the Middle East, and other parts of the world. 

It was all a lie. North Vietnam never attacked the rights and freedoms of the American people. 

Its military actions were limited to their own country in an attempt to unify their country. And 

no, North Vietnam never had any interest — or even the financial or military means — in 

crossing the Pacific and invading, conquering, and occupying the United States. 

It wasn’t the only lie that U.S. officials told to justify their war in Vietnam. Don’t forget the 

infamous Gulf of Tonkin lie, the one they used to garner congressional support for expanding 

their war in Vietnam and for bombing the people of North Vietnam. President Johnson and his 

national-security establishment claimed, falsely, that North Vietnam had attacked U.S. warships 

in the Gulf of Tonkin. Of course, a similar trick would be used decades later when a fake and 

false WMD scare was used to garner support for the U.S. invasion and occupation of Iraq. 

One glaring fact remains about the Vietnam War: The United States is still standing, despite the 

fact that the communists won the war. The dominoes did not fall. The Interstate Highway 

System, the IRS, and Social Security remain under the control of American bureaucrats, not 

Vietnamese bureaucrats. Americans continue to speak English. 

It was all a total waste of American life and Vietnamese life. The fact is that Vietnam was none 

of the U.S. national-security state’s business. 

How many Americans would have voluntarily gone to Vietnam to fight on the side of South 

Vietnam if the U.S. government had not intervened in the conflict? About the same number who 

are travelling to Iraq to protect U.S. “national security” from ISIS — at most only a handful. 

Certainly not dozens, hundreds, thousands, tens of thousands, or hundreds of thousands, which 

were the number of U.S. soldiers that were forced to go the Vietnam. 

After all, how many Cold War dead-enders are traveling to Vietnam today to foment a revolution 

against the Vietnamese communist regime in order to save the Vietnamese people from 

communism? None! So much for the much-vaunted concern among Cold War dead-enders for 

people suffering under communism. 

With its anti-communist obsession, the national-security state not only infringed on the civil 

liberties and privacy rights of the American people for decades (and continues to do so today 

with its “war on terrorism), it also caused tens of thousands of American men to be killed and 

maimed for nothing in faraway places like Vietnam, all without the constitutionally required 

congressional declaration of war. 

The biggest mistake America has ever made was to graft the U.S. national-security state 

apparatus onto our nation’s original governmental structure in the 1940s. Doing so 

fundamentally altered America’s governmental structure and moved the federal government into 

a totalitarian-like direction — that is, a direction contrary to that envisioned by the Framers. 

That’s why the U.S. government today stands for assassinations, torture, indefinite detention, 
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coups, invasions, occupations, secret mass surveillance, wars of aggression, partnerships with 

dictatorial regimes, and other measures that we ordinarily associate with totalitarian regimes. 

Of course, the war in Vietnam is long past. But the big “war on terrorism” isn’t. It’s time to 

acknowledge the biggest mistake in our history and rectify it. It’s time to dismantle, not reform, 

the national-security apparatus. It’s time to restore a governmental structure based on the 

Framers’ vision of a constitutional republic. After all, the Cold War, which was the original 

justification for this deadly and destructive totalitarian-like apparatus, ended a long time ago. 
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