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New York is Drowning in Bribes and Corruption

by PAM MARTENS
October 18-20, 2013

The insidious greed and public looting that Wall Street has nurtured to an art form in New York
City is metastasizing like a virulent tumor strain throughout the state, fraying the social fabric
and crushing people caught in its grip like bugs.

On Tuesday evening, September 17, 2013, Seema Kalia was scheduled to give testimony before
the first public hearing of the New York State Moreland Commission on Public Corruption. But
according to Michelle Dufty, a spokesperson for the Commission, when Kalia’s name was called
that evening, there was no response.

Kalia could not respond because she was abruptly arrested in the foyer of a courtroom on the
very morning she was set to give testimony, ostensibly for contacting her ex husband, a portfolio
manager on Wall Street, seeking back support payments. Kalia is being charged with violating a
court order barring her from contact with her husband because she is alleged to have thrown one
of his own men’s shoes at him in 2012 — a device characterized by the District Attorney’s office
as a “weapon.” Typically, a misdemeanor charge of this nature would not result in jail time.

In Kalia’s case, however, she has been jailed at Rikers Island since September 17 and when she
went before a Judge on October 4, she was sent back to jail for another 33 days after she declined
to plead guilty to attempting to do bodily harm with a “weapon.” Her bond was doubled from
$7,500 to $15,000. The earliest she might be released is November 7, her next court date.

www.afgazad.com 1 afgazad@gmail.com



http://www.afgazad.com/

Kalia alleges that the Manhattan District Attorney’s office has stalled her case for almost a year
by getting the court to agree to repeated adjournments. Two separate phone requests to the DA’s
office yielded no response to clarify the allegation. (A faxed letter of inquiry to Cyrus Vance Jr.,
the Manhattan DA, and Jocelyn Samuels at the Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department
have also failed to elicit a response.)

The Moreland Commission testimony that did occur on September 17 at Pace University, in a
room ridiculously too small to handle the mushrooming numbers of victims of the crime wave
that New York is experiencing, mirrored the kinds of charges that Kalia has been making since
2011. (The overflow of people wanting to testify, who were left outside on the sidewalk, staged
protests.)

Preet Bharara, representing the U.S. Department of Justice as U.S. Attorney for the Southern
District of New York, the district that has failed to rein in the serial crimes by Wall Street’s
biggest firms, said that “Public corruption, based on all the evidence, appears rampant. And the
ranks of those convicted in office have swelled to absolutely unacceptable levels.” Bharara said
that his office has had to prosecute “State Senators as well as State Assemblymen; elected
officials as well as party leaders; city council members as well as town mayors; Democrats as
well as Republicans.” It was likely little comfort to the audience that it’s a bipartisan crime wave.

The U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of New York, Loretta Lynch, testified that there is a
“pervasive problem of corruption by elected and appointed officials” in New York, citing former
State Senate Majority Leader Pedro Espada who was convicted of stealing funds from
Soundview Health Clinic, a federally funded clinic he operated in the Bronx. Lynch also called
out former State Senator Shirley Huntley, who was sent to prison for her role in stealing funds
from Parents Information Network, a non-profit organization she established to assist parents of
New York City public schoolchildren.

Dick Dadey, Executive Director of Citizens Union, testified that “there is a crime wave of
corruption” and it has been increasing over the past 12 years.

When it came time for the general public to testify about public corruption, it wasn’t legislative
leaders the witnesses railed against, it was corrupt judges. Multiple witnesses testified to having
real estate property stolen through corrupt court proceedings. One witness, Dale Javino, said he
was cheated out of his life savings in bankruptcy court and what happened to him “is like what
happens in Nazi Germany...”

Leon Koziol testified that the retribution he sustained after reporting unethical judges to
authorities “reads like a John Grisham novel...” Echoing the testimony of others, Koziol said a
series of complaints over the years to the Committee on Judicial Conduct failed to reach the
investigative threshold, “leading the common citizen to logically conclude that such
commissions are a mere window dressing, which does more to facilitate misconduct than it does
to rectify it.” Koziol concluded by saying it is one thing to ignore public corruption but quite
another to target and punish the whistleblower.
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Ellen Oxman said “I believe the topic that you all wanted to hear was the unethical conduct by
elected public officials — they would be the judges of the courts of this state.” Oxman went on to
say that “If you can have litigation in this state, in this country, with a judge who accepts forged
documents, by lawyers who are not admitted into the case, and you don’t even know the
litigation has come to pass, then we don’t have a democracy.”

Much of the focus was on judges said to have been corrupted by the more powerful party in
divorce or custody matters. Nora Renzulli, reading from a previous complaint letter she had
written, explained to the Commission that “Just as in the Catholic Church hierarchy’s
longstanding tolerance for sexual abuse of children by priests, there is a broader scandal brewing
in New York Court System’s tolerance for legally sanctioned judicial misconduct when judges
reward an aggressive and litigious parent with custody and child support, who then excludes the
other parent from relationship with the children.” This was a refrain that would be heard over
and over again that night.

Janice Schacter, a retired attorney, said that the Thomas Street location of the New York State
Supreme Court “is pay to play; orders are not enforced, laws are not applied, domestic violence
is treated with derision and conflicts of interest are ignored. Deference and preferential treatment
are given to wealthy spouses and lawyers of prestigious firms.” Schacter also testified that the
judge involved in her case attempted to censor her contact with the press by threatening to send
her to jail at Rikers Island for 20 days. She said she was still having nightmares about it.

William Galison explained how he has spent years providing testimony “regarding egregious
corruption in the nomination and confirmation” of Jonathan Lippman, Chief Judge of the State of
New York and Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, only to have his evidence ignored by
investigatory bodies. After citing a litany of conflicts of interest in the confirmation process,
Galison played a tape recording of a voice mail message left on his answering machine by a
member of the Judicial Nomination Commission telling him that his evidence against the judge
was going to be shredded.

A woman who stated at the outset that she would attempt to get through her testimony without
breaking down, Margarita Walter, said her family had fled communist Cuba in 1959 seeking
freedom and human rights in the United States. Instead, over the past 12 years, Walter said she
has been subjected to “cruel and retaliatory tactics for exposing egregious misconduct and
racketeering” in the Westchester courts, a wealthy suburb on the outskirts of New York City.

Walter’s allegations parallel those of Seema Kalia, the woman arrested on the same day she was
to present testimony before the Moreland Commission. Both women have been denied access to
seeing their children. Both have been stripped of their assets. Both believe their court cases were
rigged. Both have filed complaints with U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara and the Commission on
Judicial Conduct, to no avail.

The one thing that sets the two apart is that Seema Kalia is behind bars in Rikers Island over a
misdemeanor charge which is incorrectly listed as a Class D Felony at the New York City
Department of Correction inmate lookup web site. | provided the correct information to the
Department of Correction, showing that the shoe-throwing incident had previously been reduced
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to a misdemeanor by the District Attorney’s office, and asking if someone might have provided
phony documents to incarcerate Ms. Kalia. A response was promised by my deadline. None was
forthcoming.

The idea that judges could be bribed or have quid pro quo arrangements with high powered
lawyers is not charting new ground in New York City.

In 2007, New York State Supreme Court Judge Gerald P. Garson was convicted of accepting
bribes from divorce attorney Paul Siminovsky. During an eight-month investigation by the
Brooklyn District Attorney’s office, a video camera secretly placed in Garson’s chambers
captured Siminovsky plying Garson with expensive cigars and cash. In court proceedings,
Siminovsky testified that he entertained the judge with drinks and meals in exchange for
favorable courtroom treatment. Siminovsky pleaded guilty and was sentenced to a year in jail.

A Brooklyn rabbi, Ezra Zifrani and his daughter, Esther Weitzner, pleaded guilty to giving
$5,000 to an intermediary who “clearly implied he was going to bribe Judge Gerald Garson” in
November 2002. Garson, at the time, was the judge hearing a child custody dispute between
Weitzner and her ex-husband.

To get around the random computer selection of judges to hear cases, court employees were
brought into the conspiracy and given bribes to steer cases to Garson, according to the District
Attorney’s office.

After years of appeals, Garson, who had heard over 1,100 divorce cases, served only 2 % years in
prison before being paroled on December 23, 2009. His maximum term could have been as much
as 15 years at the time of sentencing but he received a sentence of 3 to 10 years. His early release
set off protests with signs saying “Crime Pays In New York City” and “Justice for Sale.”

At the time all of this was playing out, Charles J. Hynes, the Brooklyn District Attorney, said
judgeships were for sale in New York. Wayne Barrett, writing for The Village Voice, published
an in-depth investigative report on January 9, 2007, writing: “It wasn’t just that a case could be
fixed. The darker secret was that the bench itself had been bought, that its polyester black robes
were on a perpetual special-sale rack, that smarmy party bosses, ensconced at 16 Court Street
across from the supreme court they ruled, demanded cash tribute to ‘make’ a judge. The district
attorney, Joe Hynes, who first heard the rumor 36 years ago when he was a young prosecutor
running the office’s rackets bureau, said in 2003 that he’d have to be ‘naive to think it didn’t
happen,’ that it was ‘common street talk that this has been going on for eons.” ”

For years, myself and others warned that Wall Street was destined to collapse under the weight
of its own corruption. It did. Now civic minded members of the public are blowing the whistle
on a systemically corrupt court system desperately in need of a Federal investigation, not a state-
run commission investigating fellow cronies.

If one needs the ultimate proof that New York cannot heal itself, consider the amount of the bail
bond that was set prior to sentencing after Judge Garson was convicted of accepting bribes while
seated as a New York State Supreme Court Judge. His bond was set at $15,000. That’s the
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amount set in Seema Kalia’s case for a misdemeanor charge stemming from throwing a man’s
shoe.
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