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Saudi prince defects from royal family: Report 
 

 

 

7/28/2013 

 

Saudi Prince Khalid Bin Farhan al-Saud has announced his defection from the royal family, 

referring to his “suffering” under reign of al-Saud and called on other princes to break their 

silence. 

 

“With pride, I announce my defection from al-Saudi family in Saudi Arabia,” he wrote in his 

statement, according to a report from the Tehran-based Al-Alam news channel. “This regime in 

Saudi Arabia does not stand by God’s rules or even [the country’s] established rules and its 

policies, decisions and actions are totally based on [the] personal will of its leaders,” he 

continued. 

 

The ruling royal family is composed of the descendants of Muhammad bin Saud and his 

brothers, though the ruling faction of the family is primarily led by the descendants of Abdulaziz 

bin Abdul Rahman al-Saud. 

 

“All that is said in Saudi Arabia about respecting law and religion rules is factitious, so that they 

can lie and pretend that the regime obeys Islamic rules,” he said, criticizing the royal family for 

considering the country its own property and silencing all voices from inside and outside the 

government that called for any change or reform. 

 

The Saudi prince said everything that the pro-reform opposition said about the country’s 

political, economical, judiciary, social and security conditions as well as their abuse of religious 

values was true, the report said. “The situation is even worse than what is said in criticisms.” He 

called on all those who cared for the future of the country to join him and break their silence. 
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