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Amanullah “had been successful in the Third Anglo-Afghan War [1919] primarily
because of the assistance he received from Afghan tribes in the ‘Independent Tribal
Belt' of the Frontier[Pashtunkhwal.... and once the war had been ended the
government of India considered the time ripe to punish the tribes for their assistance
to Afghanistan and to consolidate its hold over the Frontier [Pashtunkhwal.... In
December of 1922 and January 1923, Indian troops moved against the Masuds
resorting, in the words of the viceroy, to ‘air operations on a large scale previously
unknown on the frontier’.” (Adamec).
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Yuri Tikhonov, Politics of Great Game in Afghanistan and Pukhtun Tribes, 1919-
1945(20077).
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Watteville H. Waziristan 1919-1920: Campaigns and Their Lessons, 1925; and
Miller C. Khyber: British Indians North-West FrontierNew York, 1977.
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No. 439-S

Copy to the Secretary of the Chief Commissioner, North-West Frontier Province,

Peshawar, for information.

COPY OF MEMORANDUM No. 107-S., DATED THE 20™ APRIL 1929 FROM THE
POLITICAL AGENT, SOUTH WAZIRISTAN, TO THE RESIDENT IN WAZIRISTAN.

Reaction from Afghan reforms agitation in Waziristan.

In continuation of my telegram No. 171, dated the 17™ April 1929

| send herewith translations of the various letters addressed by Mirza Yar
Mouhammad, Mirani, an Afghan official from Shahjui to Musa Khan, Abdullai, and
Mahsud and Wazir maliks.

The facts of the case appear briefly to be as follows:
Ex-King Amanullah on his arrival at Shahjui is said to have publicly called for a
volunteer to carry farmans to the Wana Wazirs and Mahsud maliks, the maliks of
Khost and Urgun areas and the maliks of the Saifali, Mangal and Marani (Sherani)
tribes as well as to the son of Babrak. The person undertaking the mission was
promised a Wazirship.
By public acclamation Mirza Yar Muhammad (Marani), a petty Afghan official, was
selected. The latter was entrusted with the farmans and set out alone in the guise of
a fakir. He reached Manzai Obe, west of Khwaja Funga in British limits on the 15

instant and departed for Birmal on the 16" instant.
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He entrusted certain letters* written by himself to one Gul Ajam Kaka Khel Zili Khel,
for delivery. The latter , who is a relation of Malik Qayum, a petty Maka Khel malik,
brought the same to the Political Tehsildar, Sarwekai, requesting their return after
perusal.

The Mirza announced that on his return from Birmal he expected to find the requisite
lashkar collected and that he would then show all concerned Amanullah’s farman.

He impressed on Ajam Gul and his audience the necessity for baste in delivery of
the Mission and for the seedy collection of the lashkar.

Reading between the lines it would appear that Amanullah has little faith in his
50,000 lashkar and that he is in dire straits for reinforcements of reliable material.
His halt at Ghazni with such a stupendous army in hand is otherwise unaccountable,
unless the numerical strength is a fictional paper one.

There seems no reason to doubt the truth of the story and certainly the Mirza’s

letters appear genuine.

*)Translation of which are above referred to.
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