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6) Kanun (Qanun): an Arabic name for an instrument like psaltery with the shape
of a trapezoid with many strings (64 strings in the 14 century). This word in old
Greek (written as Kanun) was a name for monochord which is a system used in
acoustic studies and experiments. This word also appeared in Arabic poetry of the
10" century. Later, it was taken to Europe (probably in the 11" century). — p: 139
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1 Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary

2 Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary

3 Aprl, Willi, Harvard Dictionary of Music Cambridge Massachusetts 1970

4 Canon 2 Grove’s Dictionary of Music and Musicians

5 Harvard Dictionary of Music
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This word also appeared in Arabic poetry of the 10" century. Later, it was
taken to Europe (probably in the 11™ century). — P: 139
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Almaraqi was born between 1350-1359 A.D. and died in 1434 A.D
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In 1964, he was a music professor in Cairo. P: 140, L: 3
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He wrote: “The shape of the four-sided Psalterium (figure 2) is seen in the
book of instruments’ shape."

il 023138 0 i)l () 40 i 10 Yl s alen a1 3 ) 5a (pen i
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Qanun has been a type of Cythare, an instrument that has a trapezoid-like
body. P: 142
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Some maintain that Farabi is the inventor of this instrument, while others say
that it dates back to Khorasan and it was found in the 13" century in Musel
[present Iraq], though none can defend their claim on the grounds of any
reason. The fact is that in eastern classical culture there is no sign of
Cythare family and the root of Qanun, like many other instruments, is
shadowed by lack of knowledge.

2 seas ol A o Liie 0y £ e 500 (A0 5l () 18 Sl Gl ¢y 4S Niaina () o2e "
355 sled ydals 8aian Hlai 51 Sy e v ad lay Jease ) (%) a8 e OB
by i 531 A (oL Sl ) (o3 (B od SuudIS Kha B )3 AS ol () Bl g il

" ol pila S ¢ Fan W Sl I (s brens A g Abila ¢ i () 538 Lida e g

?M\Ao\ﬂwdwgcyguﬂ‘)@gb.\.d'.:‘\.q;)ﬁgﬂgej_giaj\ujwcﬁg\%@JukhJ@‘guﬂubm
A O U Ol ) S JS rhae j3 ab O 9 Q) pDeal (980 pAaTa 9 ugada alaS o ) el QUS S As B
Oa) 8 Sadly QS O (5 sy ) il g e 550 s 00l A cArald (5 001y AL ) € Ay Al 4y il J3E

Simon Jargy VY Ga ¢3S sama -F

Slmon)djj\)u)mdm}a‘su.\l&ﬂw&ﬁuusw\}&\}w}uﬁ@d&\wjadhu\
u.u\ad.a.uuu).alswuua\)éu.u.\ls.ﬂuudddh@j\ﬁd&umwj AL o (Jargy

1SS 4o )lsd (men yia 5 «a)la (Cythare) s Sl 4x s) e WS (55,15 O sams ¢l () 43 02 den 5 (fla 2
Yy 4_\;\3):1 (Sltar) )u;:ujhn 405l s ol Lile S 4y g ’)SA.“ (9.9 oLuidl

Habib Hassan Touma p: 142 Y\ o/ Lagl Cpn a0

Whenever payer needs to chane Magam, he lowers or raises thte keys by
his hand and performs on the instrument by his right hand at the same
time.” p: 143, L: 9.
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Prior to the birth of Jesus Christ, there was an instrument in Armenia that
sounded like harp. But, unlike harp, it had no arm. In Armenian, they
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called it Knar (actually in this country all the members of the family of
Qanun are called Knar. p: 143
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For over a half of a century, Qanun has been separately for every
individual Magam, and other minor ephemeral variations within every
Magam were fulfilled through use of finger pressure on the relevant
string, a technique that no doubt requires mastery on account of the fact
that doing this needs a certain level of pressure on the
string....Employment of Mandal in Turkey started a century ago. p: 145.
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The word Qanun is probably taken from Greek since its origin in Latin is
Canon. p: 146, 1L: 4
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Each part of the instrument’s case has its own name.
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Each part of the instrument has its own name. p: 146, L: 13, 14.
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Toward the oblique side, there are from 21 to 29 groups of three strings
tied to 63 to 81 pegs altogether. The other side, vertical to the base,
includes 63 to 81 holes. The strings pass over two rows of bridges from
the right to the left. p: 146, L: 17 t0 20.
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