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Exposing Hypocrisy: Palestine, the 1CJ, and the Collapse of
Liberal Legitimacy

ICJ has recently postponed the hearing of South Africa’s case against Israeli war crimes
to January 12, 2026, providing it more time to annihilate Gaza. This marks the collapse

and failure of the international system.

The Ongoing Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza
Since October 7, 2023, the Palestinians have been facing one of the worst genocidal

operations in the world. More than 50000 Palestinian civilians, mostly women and children,

have been intentionally killed by the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) under the pretense of
eliminating Hamas. However, this war has exposed the self-proclaimed champions of human
rights and liberalism. The United States and the European Union have constantly been
providing military, diplomatic, and financial aid to Israel.

All the international institutions were made merely to prolong the US hegemony and serve

the Western interests
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The latter has emerged as the largest recipient of the US aid since its illegitimate inception.
Moreover, the US government has vetoed multiple United Nations resolutions seeking to
establish humanitarian peace in the region. U.S. President Donald Trump also reiterated his
country’s support for Israel after his re-election. He also proposed a plan to relocate the
native people of Gaza to the neighboring countries and occupy the region for the long term.
The Zionist state has intentionally targeted aid workers, mosques, churches, hospitals,
schools, and other civilian infrastructure in violation of international law. In an
unprecedented move, the Netanyahu administration is using starvation and hunger as a
weapon of war against the innocent civilians of the Gaza Strip. Several heart-wrenching
images of starved children from Gaza have emerged on social media during all this time.
Amnesty International and the different international humanitarian agencies have condemned
these Israeli policies and declared them a war crime.

Global Legal Responses and the Case at the ICJ

While most of the Muslim nations hesitated even to utter a single sentence against the
ongoing Israeli war crimes and genocide in Israel, South Africa filed a case against the
Zionist state in the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in December 2023 under the 1948
Genocide Convention. This Convention, established to halt the recurrence of Holocaust like
events, defines genocide as “acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a
national, ethnical, racial or religious group.” More than 10 countries, including Turkey,
Ireland, Egypt, the Maldives, Chile, Belgium, and Mexico, have joined the case against
Israel.

The petition demanded urgent actions to prevent further Israeli war crimes in Gaza. However,
despite the presence of numerous evidence and reports by international human rights
organizations, the ICJ failed to halt the genocide of innocent civilians of the Gaza Strip. The
court was also commissioned to determine whether the Israeli Defense Forces were
committing genocide in Gaza. Since 2023, the court has made no considerable decision
against the Israeli war crimes.

Exposing Hypocrisy and Seeking Alternatives to Western Hegemony

The world, especially the Gazans, is waiting for the international community to stand against
the atrocities and the war crimes of the IDF and the Netanyahu government. However, the
Western world and its puppet Arab nations are constantly ignoring the plight of the innocent
Palestinians. This has exposed the international organizations, the OIC, and the Western

liberal values. The ICJ’s recent decision to postpone the hearing till January 2024
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demonstrates its apathy towards the citizens of Gaza in particular and towards the citizens of
Third World countries in particular.

Israeli war crimes and apartheid in Palestine date back to the former’s inception in 1948.
Since then, the Zionist groups in Palestine have been occupying the properties of the native
peoples. Israel’s history is replete with rapes, torture, and killing of innocent children and
women in Palestinian territory. The Zionist leaders have always supported sexual assault by
the Israeli Defense Forces.

However, the international community remains indifferent to the plight of the Palestinians.
The ICJ’s postponement of the hearing till next year demonstrates its commitment to justice
and peace in the world. This move has once again revealed that the US-backed unipolar
liberal world order has failed. It has also exposed the reality of the so-called champions of
human rights. The United States and other Western nations have always echoed their
concerns about the Ukrainian people. However, their nonchalance to the plight of the
Palestinians exposes their hypocrisy.

Although the Palestinians and their supporters around the world were hopeful about the ICJ,
this is the time to realize that all the international institutions were made merely to prolong
the US hegemony and serve the Western interests. It is improbable that the ICJ would declare
Israeli operations as genocide. However, even if it does so, it would be too late, as hundreds
more Palestinians would have been killed by then. Nonetheless, South Africa’s case against
the ICJ has further exposed the Western world order and its institutions. It is the right time for
third-world countries to look for an inclusive and egalitarian world order. BRICS provides
the best alternative to the developing countries pursuing their ambition of following
independent foreign policies and mutual development.

Taut Bataut, May 20, 2025
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