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The Dangerous Silence of Retired U.S. Presidents
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If there was ever a strong contemporary case for declaring that silence is complicity, consider
the hush of Joe Biden, Barack Obama, Bill and Hillary Clinton, Al Gore, and even George
W. Bush as they grind their teeth over the Donald Trump/Elon Musk wrecking of America.
Trump is destroying freedom of speech and due process, abolishing democratic restraints, and
establishing a criminal fascistic dictatorship.

Trump pounds Biden for the Trump Administration’s blunders and failures an average of six
times a day. These assaults go unrebutted by the Delaware recluse, nursing his political
wounds.

The Clintons? Bill sticks to his private telephone wailings. While Hillary, who gave us
Trump in 2016 with her smug, stupid campaign, penned a self-anthem op-ed in the New York
Times on March 28, 2025. She writes: “Mr. Trump and Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth (of

group chat fame) are apparently more focused on performative fights over wokeness than

preparing for real fights with America’s adversaries.” Trump is not belligerent enough for the
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war hawk Hillary Clinton who has been the pro-Iraq sociocider butcher of Libya and the
ardent supporter behind provocative “force projection” of the Empire around the world.
Before turning to the excuses for essentially shutting themselves up during our country’s
greatest political upheaval — unconstitutional and criminal to the core, here is what prominent
Democratic Presidents and Presidential candidates COULD do:

1. Tens of millions of Americans voted for our past Presidents. They are waiting for their
leaders to speak up, stand up, and mightily help lead the fight to stop Trump’s mayhem
against the American people in red and blue states. The people want former Democratic
leaders to galvanize the Democratic Party, still largely in disarray about confronting Trump.
Don’t they know they have a trusteeship obligation to citizens, many of whom are voicing
their demands for a comprehensive plan of offense against the GOP in town meetings and
other forums?

The media, threatened daily by Trump, is eager to give former Democratic Party leaders
coverage.

2. They are all mega-millionaires, very capable of raising many more millions of dollars
quickly with their fame and lists of followers. They know very rich people as friends. They
could set up strike forces in Washington and around the country to provide needed, fighting
attorneys, organizers, and other specialists to ride head-on against the proven damage to
health, safety, and economic well-being of people here and abroad and counter Trump’s daily
cruel and vicious assaults. They could end Trump’s unrebutted soliloquy of lies and false
scenarios over mainstream and social media.

3. They could push the Democrats in Congress to hold constant “unofficial” public hearings
and file resolutions and legislation that provide the daily evidence of this dictator and his
recidivistic criminality and push for Impeachment and Trump’s removal from office.
Impossible, you might say with the GOP in narrow control on Capitol Hill. Look back at
Nixon who for far fewer violations was told by Republican Senators that his time was up.
Politicians save their political skin in approaching elections before rescuing an unstable,
egomaniacal, vengeful politician like the one now camped at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Trump
will be soon plunging in polls and stock market drops, inflation, recession, and more
Gestapo-like kidnappings and disappearances to foreign prisons of targeted individuals.
These conditions are not popular with the American people.

4. The former Democratic leaders could do what Bernie Sanders is doing and traverse the
country supporting the fighting civic spirit of the American people who oppose the painful
afflictions wrought by Tyrant Trump.
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5. Gore is well-credentialed to show how the actions of Hurricane Donald, Tornado
Trump/Drought Donald, and Wildfire Musk’s fossil-fuel-driven greenhouse gases are leading
to a climate catastrophe. The facts and trends Trump omnicidally ignores need to be front and
center.

Even George W. Bush, known for causing the deaths of over one million Iraqis and the
destruction of their country by his criminal war of aggression has a beef. His sole claim to
being a “compassionate conservative” — the funding of life-saving AIDS medicines overseas
— has gone down in flames with Trump’s illegal demolition of the Agency for International
Development (AID). Bush may be mumbling about this, but he’s staying in his corner
painting landscapes.

All this abhorrent quietude in the face of what they all believe is a mortal attack on the
Republic has the following excuses:

First, they don’t want to get into a pissing match with a slanderous ugly viper, who unleashes
his hordes of haters on the Internet. That’s quite a surrender of patriotic duty at a time of
unprecedented peril. What would all the Gls, who they caused to lose their lives in their
presidential wars, think of their timidity?

Second, it wouldn’t have much impact. America doesn’t listen to “has-beens.” Then why is
Obama still the most popular retired politician in America with over 130 million followers on
Twitter? That attitude is just convenient escapism.

Third, plunging into the raucous political arena with the Trumpsters and Musketeers is just
too disruptive of a comfortable daily routine life by politicians who believe they have been
there, done that, and deserve a respite. Self-diminishment gets you nowhere with tens of
millions of people in distress who seek powerful amplifiers from well-known leaders behind
the demand that Trump understands: YOU’RE FIRED, ringing throughout the nation from
liberals and betrayed Trump voters hurting in the same ways. That mass demand is what
pushes impeachment of the most visibly impeachable president in American history.

In the final analysis, it comes down to their absence of civic self-respect and cowardliness in
confronting Der Fuhrer. Aristotle was right: “Courage is the first of human qualities because
it is the quality which guarantees the others.”
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