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Democratic Leaders – Wimps, Wallowers and Wallflowers 
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I’ve stopped counting the articles on the Democratic Party’s disarray over how and when they 

should confront Tyrant Trump’s criminal destruction of our country, its people’s livelihoods, 

security for their families, and their freedom to speak and advocate for their concerns. 

Seized with internal doubts, fear, and cowardliness, most Democrats in Congress and the 

Party’s corporate-indentured bureaucracy can’t stop contracting out their jobs to corporate-

conflicted consultants who have been and are in reality overpaid Trojan Horses. 

What’s the superlative of “pathetic”? The Washington Post’s Dylan Wells gave us a 

definition. The Democrats in Congress are all agog about learning how to use TikTok against 

the more elaborate GOP’s TikTok. They invited an influencer who posted a “choose your 

fighter”-themed video featuring Democratic congresswomen bouncing in a fighting stance 
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while their accomplishments and fun facts were displayed on the screen. I kid you not! At 

one influencers session, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries was seen taking detailed 

notes. 

Sporting its lowest-ever favorability ratings, the Party of the Donkey neither listens to 

seasoned civic group leaders, who know how to talk to all Americans 

(see winningamerica.net), nor to progressive labor unions like the American Postal Workers 

Union and the Association of Flight Attendants. The dominant corporate Democrats (just 

look at their big campaign donors) don’t even listen to Illinois Governor JB Pritzker who for 

many months has been aggressively taking the Grand Old Plutocrats, led by their dangerous 

Madman, Trumpty Dumpty, to the woodshed. 

Instead, we have mealy-mouth Chuck Schumer vainly trying to recharge his dead batteries 

amidst the slew of avoidable election defeats in the U.S. Senate despite huge campaign cash. 

Of course, the Democratic leaders don’t listen to Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) who is the 

most popular politician in America and is attracting huge crowds (5000 people at an event in 

Tempe, Arizona) in Republican Congressional districts and going after the cruel, vicious, 

self-enriching, anti-worker Wall Street over Main Street GOP corporatists. 

Long-time political observer, Bill Curry, says “POLICY PRECEDES MESSAGE.” 

Otherwise, the messages are empty, forgettable excuses for the Party’s media consultants to 

get their 15% commission on repetitively empty TV ads. The Democrats should instead be 

investing in a serious ground game. 

Last fall in Pennsylvania, people told us that the door-knocking by Democrats was far more 

frequent than in 2022. What were they knocking about? Just saying, vote Democratic? The 

Party lost the state to the wannabe dictator Donald and a U.S. Senate seat to boot. 

By contrast, Pritzker raised alarms about Trump’s regime alluding to the rise of Nazism in 

Germany where Hitler was also an elected dictator. 

Look, there are no secrets about the winning agendas, authentically presented and repeated 

with human interest stories and events. Here are six of them for starters that Kamala Harris Et 

al. avoided or reduced to disbelieved throw-away lines while adopting her vapid slogan about 

creating “an opportunity economy.” 

1. Raise the frozen federal minimum wage of $7.25 to $15 an hour. That would mean 25 

million workers would live better. Slogan – “Go Vote for a Raise, you’ve been long denied 

it.” Or “America Needs a Raise.” 

2. Raise the Social Security benefits FROZEN for over 45 years and pay for that by raising 

the Social Security tax on higher income individuals. In 2022, two hundred House Democrats 
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voted for such a bill by Congressman John Larson (D-CT). Sixty-five million retirees would 

live better. 

3. Restore the child tax credit, providing about $300 a month to sixty-one million children 

from both liberal and conservative families. Before the Congressional Republicans blocked 

its extension in January 2022, this measure alone had cut child poverty by 40 percent. 

Just these three long overdue very popular safety nets would help almost 150 million 

Americans. Lots of votes there, including giving the 7.1 million Biden 2020 voters a reason 

not to stay home in 2024, along with over 80 million additional eligible voters who sat out the 

election. 

Bear in mind, that just a switch of 240,000 votes in Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin 

would have defeated Trump and his brutishness in 2024. 

4. Raise taxes on the very undertaxed super-wealthy and profitable corporations – half of the 

latter pay no federal income taxes. Polls show 85% of the American people support the 

overdue restoration from the Trump and GW Bush tax escapes for the rich and powerful. 

5. Crackdown on the corporate crooks who cheat, lie, and steal the hard-earned consumer 

dollars and savings of all Americans, regardless of their political labels. Huge super-

majorities of Americans are disgusted by the double standards of justice that stains our 

democracy every day in every way. 

6. Empower the American workers to join trade unions (the U.S. has the biggest hurdle in 

union organizing in the Western world), and make it easier to be able to band together to 

demand and get universal, affordable health insurance, protect their children, make sure their 

taxes come back home to upgrade crumbling public services, and to organize civic groups to 

manage their elected representatives who have mostly forgotten where they came from and 

who is sovereign under the “We the People” Constitution. 

There are more compacts with the American people to landslide the GOP. For now, the 

urgent mission has to be to stop the fascist dictatorship that is using police state tactics, 

ripping apart life-saving and life-sustaining services. Note Trump/Musk do not touch the 

massive “waste, fraud and inefficiency” of corporate welfare – subsidies, handouts, bailouts, 

giveaways, and tax escapes – corporate crime e.g., defrauding Medicare ($60 billion a year) 

and other federal payout programs (Medicaid, corporate contracts) and the unaudited, bloated 

military budget that Trump/Musk want to expand further. 

Never in American history has there been such an impeachable domestic, law-violating, 

constitution-busting president committing criminally insane demolitions of the federal civil 
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service staffing the ramparts of protecting the health, safety, and economic well-being of all 

Americans in red and blue states. 

With Trump’s polls falling along with the stock market and inflation/prices starting to rise, 

the sycophant Congressional Republicans, violating their constitutional oaths of office, are 

starting to get the jitters. The packed angry crowds at their Town Meetings are just modest 

harbingers of what is to come soon. 

Trump wants to “Impeach” and “Fire” anyone who is in a position to resist Der Fuhrer. 

Well, people, tell him with ever larger marches and polls that HE must be fired, which is just 

what our Founders provided for in the Impeachment authority exclusive to the U.S. Congress. 

It’s up to you, the citizenry, as Richard Nixon discovered after the Watergate scandal. Expect 

the politicians only to follow you, not to lead. 

MARCH 24, 2025 

Ralph Nader is a consumer advocate, lawyer and author of Only the Super-Rich Can Save 

Us!  

  


