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Why the Second Phase of Gaza Negotiations is Failing
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The three phase ceasefire agreement between Israel and the Palestinian Resistance, while

offering a fleeting glimmer of hope for ending Israel’s genocidal assault on Gaza, was never

likely to succeed. Benjamin Netanyahu’s decision to break the ceasefire by blocking food and
medical aid from entering Gaza—furthering war-crime starvation—was not a matter of “if”
but “when.”

The ceasefire agreement was carefully designed to be implemented in three distinct phases,

each to be implemented sequentially, with the oversight and verbal guarantees from the three

key mediators: the United States, Qatar, and Egypt. The integrity of the agreement hinges on
the mediators’ ability to ensure that all parties remain fully committed to honoring its terms.
Otherwise, what credibility would the mediators’ signatures or the mediation process hold if
Netanyahu could simply demand to renegotiate an agreement that took at least 8 months to

finalize?
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Netanyahu is leading negotiations on two conflicting fronts: one with the Resistance to
exchange Israeli captives for Palestinian hostages held in Israeli dungeons, and second with
the racist warmonger’s wing in his government.

In preparation to break the agreement, and to placate his warmonger ministers,

Netanyahu changed the negotiating team for phase two by replacing the heads of Mossad and

Shaback with his alter ego, Ron Dermer, minister of strategic affairs. Dermer who during a

war cabinet meeting in mid-October 2023, told U.S. Secretary of State, Anthony Blinken,

“There won’t be a humanitarian crises [sic] in Gaza if no civilians are there.”
Talks for the second phase were scheduled to start the first week of February, but Israel did
not show up at the negotiation table. In a desperate bid to buy time and secure American

support, Netanyahu dispatched Dermer to Washington over a week ago. His mission: to sell

the idea of renegotiating the current agreement and extend the first phase.

This tactic is emblematic of Netanyahu’s broader strategy— exploiting diplomatic
engagements to maintain the status quo, buying time and maximizing the number of released
Israeli captives by extending phase one before finishing his genocide war and ethnic
cleansing in Gaza.

The timing is no coincidence. With growing international scrutiny mounting over Israel’s
genocide in Gaza and the West Bank, Netanyahu is investing in Washington’s habitual
deference to Israeli demands. By stalling negotiations, Netanyahu hopes to delay difficult
political reckonings required in phase two, mainly ending Israeli blockade and aggression on
Gaza.

The Trump administration complied with Netanyahu’s request, pledging to dispatch its

Middle East special envoy, Steve Witkoff, to renegotiate the current ceasefire agreement and

floating an Israeli demand to extend phase one for additional 50 days. Trump’s decision to

heed the Israeli prime minister’s request so swiftly only serves to validate Netanyahu’s view

of the U.S. when he was caught on tape back in 2001 saying that “America is a thing you can

move very easily.”

By acquiescing to Netanyahu’s maneuvering, Trump not only reinforced this perception but
also risked undermining his own standing as a world leader. The pattern of deference to
Israeli interests continues to resonate as a stark reflection of the bizarre dynamics in U.S.-
Israel relations, where America’s Middle East foreign policy is exclusively franchised to
Israel and its Washington Jewish lobby.

Netanyahu’s latest scheme is a reminder that as long as Washington remains willing to be

“moved” at Israel’s convenience, meaningful progress toward peace will remain unattainable.
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Rather than acting as an impartial mediator, the U.S. continues to function as a complicit
enabler, reinforcing the very power imbalances that perpetuates Israeli depravity and
Palestinian adversity.

In endorsing Netanyahu’s demand to renegotiate the existing agreement rather than
negotiating an end of war in phase two, the Trump administration is effectively empowering
Netanyahu’s prevarications. This allows Israel to prolong Palestinians suffering while
appearing to engage in negotiations. In reality, the extension serves as a tool for Netanyahu to
consolidate his power amid domestic political turmoil, neutralize international pressure, and
further cement Israel’s occupation and apartheid policies.

By backing Netanyahu’s decision to halt humanitarian aid to Gaza—Trump, much like his
predecessor—kowtows to Netanyahu’s wishes. America’s willingness to leverage its global
influence in service of Israel is a major factor in the increasingly rigid Israeli position,
enabling a racist Jewish government more invested in maintaining the status quo than in
seeking genuine peace. Israeli intransigence is not merely an oversight—it is a deliberate
policy intended to maintain Palestinian dispossession, statelessness, and subjugation.

Israel has also violated the ceasefire agreement with Lebanon by failing to fully
withdraw from Lebanese territory within the 60-day timeframe stipulated under the American
and French-mediated agreement. Additionally, it has breached the decades-old ceasefire

treaty with Syria launching countless of air raids and occupying the buffer zone and army

positions along the border.

Israel’s willingness to violate every agreement it signs is not a failure of diplomacy—it is a
direct result of enabling a war criminal who has shown time and again that his only path
forward is through bloodshed. If the international community truly seeks an end to this
genocide, it must stop treating Netanyahu as a legitimate partner in peace and start holding
him accountable for his crimes.

By denying Palestinians their agency and as long as Washington remains beholden to an
Israel-centric foreign policy—shaped by doomsday messianic Christians and the Jewish
lobby—Tel Aviv will continue to perpetuate repression, sustain aggression, and ensure the
failure of phase two.

Jamal Kanj is the author of Children of Catastrophe: Journey from a Palestinian Refugee
Camp to America, and other books. He writes frequently on Arab world issues for various
national and international commentaries.
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