Olicailgd) o) jf — 3 ) licilesd)
AA-AA
s T S 0]t ga s Oy Hrta (o O LT 98 g

AR adid 4y gldiS 45 4y o I A IS A T e A s dad

www.afgazad.com afgazad@gmail.com

European Languages | (L)) gl

Ricardo Martins
28.01.2025

The Gaza Genocide: A New Low in Democracy and Human
History.

Part 2: Germany’s Undemocratic Assaults
The genocide unfolding in Gaza continues to expose the inadequacies of the

international judiciary, organizations, and, more importantly, the complicity of part of

the global community of nations in enabling such atrocities.

Germany Taken to the ICJ for Complicity in Genocide

In March 2024, Nicaragua brought a case against Germany at the International Court of

Justice (ICJ)), accusing it of aiding and supporting genocide in Gaza by supplying arms to
Israel, fully aware of the genocidal risks involved. Shockingly, the ICJ failed to condemn
Germany.

Germany also maintains unwavering and unconditional political and diplomatic support for

Israel. German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock displayed a cheerleader-like demeanor
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during her initial visit to support Israel after October 7—a stance echoed by European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.

Only 19% of Germans support their country’s military aid to Israel

According to the Middle East Eye, Germany’s support for Israel’s actions highlights a

hypocritical approach to international law and human rights. The analysis goes further: “No
one can reasonably believe in the fairytale of Germany’s moral responsibility anymore, as the
country defends, finances, arms, and diplomatically supports the genocide of Palestinians, in

addition to the bombing of Lebanon, Yemen, and Syria, while shielding those responsible

from accountability.”
Protests Against Israel Are Considered “Antisemitic” in Germany

With the Bundestag’s adoption last November of the resolution “Never again is now:

Protecting, preserving, and strengthening Jewish life in Germany”, the country has entered a
proto-fascistic state—without any condemnation from the European Union. Policymakers
crafting this resolution refused input from diverse human rights groups and instead relied
solely on the controversial International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition
of antisemitism.

Even before this resolution, but now bolstered by it, Germany has witnessed a gradual
erosion of democracy under its ‘proud guilty’ ideology. This includes prior censorship of
cultural events partially or fully funded by public money, the cancellation of events featuring
critics of Israel’s government, and even conferences discussing the Palestinian question.
Concurrently, there has been a sharp rise in the smearing of critics with allegations of
antisemitism. Make no mistake—censorship is alive and well in Germany. Protests critical of
Israel’s actions in Gaza are being unjustly and undemocratically labelled as antisemitic.

Further, children can be banned from schools for wearing “pro-Palestinian symbols such as

the keffiyeh,” as is written in a letter sent to school principals by Berlin’s education senator,
Katharina Giinther-Wiinsch.

Furthermore, this resolution introduced a mandatory declaration for asylum seekers, requiring
them to affirm the existence of the state of Israel and pledge not to participate in or support
boycott campaigns against it.

Over the past month, German politicians have called for changing laws, including those
around the right to demonstrate and freedom of opinion. The idea of withdrawing citizenship,
residency, welfare benefits or funding from anyone accused of making anti-Semitic

statements has been floated as well as a plan to only allow “native Germans” to protest.
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Prior to this resolution, we have already witnessed undemocratic and even fascistic actions in
Germany. These include the arrest of citizens for trivial reasons, such as holding a placard

stating “I am not complicit in genocide,” and the arrest of a child for holding a Palestinian

flag. Former Greek finance minister Yanis Varoufakis was prohibited from addressing a Jew-
Palestinian conference and from permanently speaking to the German public online. A
meeting organised by the progressive collective DIEM25, alongside Palestinian and Jewish
Voice for Peace groups, on April 12th, 2024, was disrupted, dismantled, and labelled an
“Islamist” event by the Interior Ministry.

Furthermore, the renowned British-Palestinian surgeon Dr Ghassan Abu-Sitta, who
volunteered in Gaza hospitals during the genocide, was banned from entering Germany. Dr
Abu-Sitta was due to provide a firsthand account of the atrocities taking place on the ground.

Due to Germany’s Schengen-wide interdiction, he was also barred from entering France to

speak at a French Senate meeting, despite being invited by the Senate itself.

These actions raise pressing and undeniable questions about a democratic deficit and
institutional racism within German governmental structures.

A Threat to Germany’s Academic Freedom and Reputation?

Protests critical of Israel’s actions in Gaza have been wrongfully labelled antisemitic. The
German Education Ministry sought to explore whether academic funding could be cut for
those critical of clearing the pro-Palestinian camp at Freie Universitdt Berlin (Free University
Berlin). This crackdown led to police detaining over 70 individuals temporarily and initiating

80 criminal investigations, alongside 79 misdemeanour proceedings.

Ironically, the Education Minister, Bettina Stark-Watzinger of the Free Democratic Party
(FDP), previously declared that freedom is the foundation “for the way we live in our
country, for our democracy, our constitutional state, and our prosperity.” She made this

statement during the launch of Germany’s Science Year 2024.

In stark contrast, over 2,900 academics have accused Stark-Watzinger of threatening freedom
of expression, calling for her resignation in an open letter. The letter, signed by thousands of
German and international academics, accuses the education minister of intimidation, stating:
“Repressive reviews of academics who publicly express critical views of governmental
decisions are characteristic of authoritarian regimes that systematically suppress free
discussion, including within universities.”

Why is Germany Having This Behaviour?

Driven by its ideology of ‘proud guilt,” which elevates support for Israel to a raison d’état,

Germany appears to have abandoned all sense of proportionality and reason—where even a
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child wearing a keffiyeh in a school is deemed a threat to Israel’s existence and, by extension,
to German security.

In many respects, it now exhibits the characteristics of a quasi-fascist state. My few examples
above, out of thousands, support this claim. To make things worse, the German government
refuses to comply with the ICC prosecutor’s request to arrest Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Defence Minister Yoav Gallant.

According to Korber Fondation’s latest survey, which polls German citizens on foreign

policy, only 19% of Germans support their country’s military aid to Israel. This shows a
blatant divide between Germany’s political/media elites and the people they are supposed to
represent.

German citizens deserve to know why their freedoms are being restricted and whose interests
are being served. Why do Israel’s interests take precedence over those of German citizens
and Germany’s international reputation? Why must the Palestinian people continue to pay the
price for Germany’s past mistakes? I will delve into this matter further in my next article.

To conclude, the most astonishing aspect of these atrocities against German freedoms and the
Palestinian people is the deafening silence of the European Union and the European Human
Rights Court. The double standards of the European institutions are blatant and hypocritical.
Ricardo Martins, January 22, 2025
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