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The writer of the proletariat visited Rinkeby 

 

Sources: Rebellion 

Annie Ernaux, winner of the 2022 Nobel Prize in Literature, was honored on December 12 

last year at the Rinkeby Library (Stockholm). 

He arrived at the venue at ten o'clock in the morning in the company of his interpreter, 

Françoise Sule, a professor at Stockholm University. On the ground floor, she was greeted 

by two students from Enback College. While in the Library, Television 4, journalists and 

other audiences waited anxiously for the French writer awarded the most prestigious Prize 

in the world. As soon as he entered the Library, applause erupted. Everyone started taking 

pictures with their cell phones, and the sounds of the cameras became more intense. Annie 
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Ernaux settled into an armchair in front of the stage. And following the traditional 

protocol, boys and girls dressed in white, with a candle in their hands, formed a row two 

by two, and singing Christmas songs. Students from the multicultural colleges Enback, 

Askeby and Knutby, welcomed him in different languages. 

 

The writer Gunilla Lundgren, founder of this Nobel project, together with the writer 

Annelie Drewsen were the ones who guided the students during the Swedish autumn. 

Students, aged 10 to 15, worked for several months on the project related to the Nobel 

Prize for Literature. They have researched the life of Annie Ernaux, but also read 

fragments of three books by the French narrator: "The Years", "A Woman" and "My 

Father". From these readings they dialogued and exchanged ideas; cause that motivated 

them to write about places and about people that are related to their own lives. They 

produced a brochure, very illustrative and with photos of the participating students, in 

Swedish, English and French. All drawings and texts in the brochure were projected onto a 

white cloth. And pointing to the drawings they began to tell, to the audience, the life of 

Alfred Nobel, and then continue reading texts written by themselves. 

One Student said: "Alfred Nobel was born in 1833 in Stockholm. His father He was an 

inventor. Sometimes I made a lot of money and sometimes I didn't have nothing. He owed 

money to many people and the police tried to take him to prison. Finally, his father 

escaped to Russia." Another student He continued: "When Alfred Nobel was old, he 

moved to Italy. There He wrote his will. I wanted a better world. And when he died he 

said that their money should be divided among five prizes covering The fields of: 

medicine, physics, chemistry, literature and the Peace." 

Doing allusion to the book "A woman", many students They expressed their touching 

feelings towards their mother. Boutaina Mehmood said, "My mother is always with us. 

One day he told me who cries when she is alone, because if she cries before us, So she 

thinks we're going to think she's weak. But She's actually a strong woman." Yasin 

Toukabri said: "My Mother usually works in emergency and is absent from home 24 

hours. He takes care of people, gives them his medicine and helps them with Different 

ways. I'm proud of her." And so on. They continued those words of infinite love for a 

mother. Maribel Sanguinetti Aguilar: "My mother is a strong person. He says that in this 

world there is nothing simple. He wants it to be a Example for my younger brothers. It's 

tedious, but I understand why Think like this. Her mother died when she was three years 

old, and her Father left the family. And consequently, my mother grew up with his 
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maternal grandparents who were strict." While Anam Chowdhury noted: "After an 

operation on one of my Knees, my mother took care of me the same way as when I was 

girl. Then I understood that a mother's love never ends, not even when you're an adult." 

Is Needless to say, the love of both parents plays a very important role. important in the 

life of a boy or a girl. In this regard, The students also spoke out about their father. Asthma 

Akther said, "My father works to make sure we have a good future. It's like a big tree that 

protects us. He speaks six languages, and inspires me to learn other languages. Is very 

picky about cleanliness." Mustafa Guled explained: "My father has three jobs. Work as 

Bus driver, he is an interpreter and also works in a nursing home in elderly." Noreen 

Judith Khan alluded to her father with the "On the feast day of my 15th birthday, I danced 

Waltz with my father. Tears fell, because she realized that she was no longer a 5-year-old 

girl. He gave a very thrilling. " 

Finally, a student said, "We want to give you a portrait of you and our booklet, inspired by 

your work, so you don't forget Rinkeby's students." Annie Ernaux took the stage and 

excitedly pronounced in French: "For me this is the most moving moment I have 

experienced during Nobel Prize week." Then he sat around a table to drink tea with 

Swedish pastries and from other parts of the world. And for more than two hours the 

students had the opportunity to take pictures with the winner of the 2022 Nobel Prize in 

Literature. But they also spoke with the French writer, whose speech is impregnated with 

humanism and the fight against social injustices. 

Rebelión has published this article with the permission of the author through a Creative 

Commons license, respecting his freedom to publish it in other sources. 
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