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1. < Karl Marx ,Capital ,vol. 1 (London: Penguin, 1976), 934.

2. < Marx ,Capital ,vol. 1, 90.

3. < This issue is perhaps best taken up in Kozo Uno ,Principles of Political Economy:
Theory of a Purely Capitalist Society) Brighton: Harvester, 1980.(

4, < The term primitivein Marx’s reference to “so-called primitive [primary]
accumulation” was a mistranslation from German into English. Marx was referring
to original or primary accumulation, as this was understood in British political
economy in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Through a process of translation
into German and then translation from the German back into English, the
term original ,previous ,or primary was rendered incorrectly into primitive .Moreover,
Marx himself explicitly referred to “so-called primitive [primary] accumulation” of
classical political economy—with the “so-called” here signaling his recognition that
what was involved in reality was expropriation, and not accumulation (capital
formation) at all—a crucial point of his whole analysis. These theoretical subtleties
have been lost in most later analyses, though recognized by as important a Marxian
economist as Maurice Dobb. See Maurice Dobb ,Studies in the Development of
Capitalism) New York: International Publishers, 1947), 178.

Ironically, Marx has been frequently criticized in English language literature for
use of the term primitive ,in this respect, and for denying that these relations existed
throughout the history of capitalism—criticisms that are completely at odds with his
own analysis, as opposed to bourgeois political economy. David Harvey’s
“accumulation by dispossession” introduced in his book The New Imperialism ,was
therefore intended to get around this criticism by providing a substitute for the notion

b

of “primitive accumulation,” so as to avoid this common criticism that “primitive
accumulation,” for Marx, related only to the early modern era in Europe in the
Americas. But since Marx himself in his critique had indicated his objection to the
notion of original or primary accumulation, and was concerned rather with the
primary expropriation that made industrial capitalism possible—and since there is no
difficulty in seeing this as related to expropriation more generally—far less confusion

is generated, we believe, by utilizing Marx’s own historically concrete and
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theoretically incisive terminology, focusing on expropriation. This is especially the
case insofar as Harvey’s “accumulation by dispossession” (like the term primitive
accumulation itself) confuses dispossession or expropriation with actual
accumulation, while for Marx they were separate categories—so much so that
capitalism’s confusion of primary expropriation with primary accumulation was for
him the subject of his critique in this part of Capital .See David Harvey ,The New
Imperialism) Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), 137-82.

5. < Adam Smith ,The Wealth of Nations) New York: Modern Library, 1937), 260;
Marx ,Capital ,vol. 1, 873-75; Michael Perelman ,The Invention of Capitalism:
Classical Political Economy and the Secret of Primitive Accumulation) Durham:
Duke University Press, 2000), 26. On the fact that Marx’s “so-called primitive
accumulation” was a continuous reality of capitalism for Marx, requiring that the
preconditions of the system be constantly remade through renewed expropriation or
separation of workers from the means of production, see Massimo De Angelis® ,Marx

and  Primitive  Accumulation: The Continuous Character of Capital’s

‘Enclosures ”’, The Commoner .YY-) :(Y++)) Y The version used for this article was
available on ResearchGate.

6. < Marx ,Capital ,vol. 1, 874. Marx explicitly criticized such views as constituting
“the abstinence theory.” See Marx ,Capital ,vol. 1, 298-99. The essence of “so-called
primitive accumulation” for Marx was expropriation. It was, as Dobb says, not
accumulation proper, but “an accumulation of capital claims” related to the
“ownership of assets,” and thus a “transfer of ownership,” and did not involve capital
formation or an increase in “the quantity of tangible instruments of production in
existence.” See Dobb ,Studies in the Development of Capitalism.)VA |

7. < Perelman ,The Invention of Capitalism.Y7 |
8. < Max Weber ,General Economic History) New York: Collier, 1961), 221-24; Joseph

A. Schumpeter ,Imperialism and Social Classes) New York: Augustus M. Kelley,
1951). On Marx’s argument that such expropriation of laborers and the land was an
ongoing reality of capitalism, see Perelman ,The Invention of Capitalism.YY-YA |

9. < Marx ,Capital ,vol. 1, 873, 934.
10. © Marx ,Capital ,vol. 1, 914-15.
11. « Marx ,Capital ,vol. 3 (London: Penguin, 1981), 571.

www.afgazad.com A afgazad@gmail.com



12. < Karl Marx and Fredrick Engels ,Collected Works ,vol. 33 (New York: International
Publishers, 1975), 11, 14.
13. < Michael D. Yates ,Can the Working Class Change the World 2 New York: Monthly

Review Press, 2018), 55-56; John Bellamy Foster and Brett Clark™ ,The
Expropriation of Nature ”,Monthly Review ,19 no. 10 (2018): 1-27.

14. © On expropriation defined as appropriation without equivalent or without
reciprocity, as conceived in the work of Marx and Karl Polanyi, see Foster and Clark,
“The Expropriation of Nature,” 3—11. Marx often used the term appropriation without
exchange ,by which he meant appropriation without equivalent) a term also employed
by him), as all exchange was by definition equal, otherwise it was a form of robbery.
Today, however, we sometimes refer to unequal exchange ,understanding this as a
form of expropriation.

15. < Marx had translated Adam Smith’s “previous” as urspringlich) original), which
was then translated back into English by Samuel Moore and Edward Aveling as
“primitive,” forgetting that the German was simply a rendering of an English term.
Perelman ,The Invention of Capitalism .Y ,Marx wrote that “it may be called
primitive accumulation] urspriingliche Akkumulation], because it is the historical
basis, instead of the historical result, of specifically capitalist production”—however,
he later explained that such “so-called primitive accumulation” was in fact (primary)
expropriation rather than accumulation proper. Marx ,Capital ,vol. 1, 775.

16. « Marx ,Capital ,vol. 1, 871, 873, 939.

17. © Commenting on Benjamin Franklin’s statement that “war is robbery, commerce is
cheating,” Marx, insisted that this of course could not be taken literally to mean all
was fraud and robbery; rather even under mercantilism the “intermediate steps” in
commodity production had to be taken into account and a wider theory of profit upon
expropriationhad to be developed. Nevertheless, the distinction between
mercantilism and the era of free competition based on exploitation within the context
of equal exchange was vital to the understanding of capitalism’s industrial take-off.
Marx ,Capital ,vol. 1, 267.

18. < Ernest Mandel, introduction to Capital ,vol. 1, by Marx, 27-28.

19. < Karl Marx ,Capital ,vol. 3 (London: Penguin, 1981), 949.
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