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Anti-Russian Xenophobia Reaches Ridiculous 

Levels 
Following his resounding defeat in Nevada in the Democratic Party Caucus, Joe Biden 

blamed the Russians, telling CBS News that the “Russians don’t want me to be the 

nominee, they like Bernie.” 

The intelligence communities a few days earlier accused Russia of favoring Bernie 

Sanders and Donald J. Trump. 

Hillary Clinton, the 2016 Democratic Party nominee accused Tulsa Gabbard of being a 

Russian agent earlier this election season. 

In none of the above cases, has one iota of evidence been produced to validate the 

accusations directed against Russia. 

Very clearly what we are seeing is a process of scapegoating in which failing corporatist 

candidates seek to blame Russia for their defeat and the intelligence establishment uses 

Russia to try and smear candidates who are not to their liking. 

This strategy represents a sad caricature of the McCarthy period, which is viewed by 

historians as the worst period of repression in American history. 

In that era, Joseph McCarthy emerged as a political demagogue who claimed to have a 

list of 205 pro-Russian communists working for the State Department and government. 

No proof was ever offered that anyone on that list was a communist. 
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Though McCarthy was himself eventually discredited and removed from his Senate seat, 

he gave name to an entire era of history that was marked by irrational paranoias about 

Russia. 

The consequence was horrible for the many victims who lost their careers or went to jail 

after being hauled by the House of Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), which 

amounted to a political inquisition. 

American foreign policy was also warped, as the nation committed massive amounts of 

spending on the military to fight against an exaggerated Russian threat. 

After World War II, Russia had in fact been decimated by its victory against the Nazis 

and was in no position to start a new world war or invade Europe or America – as 

American intelligence analysts had concluded. 

However, vested interests who wanted a Cold War created the Soviet menace and played 

up the threat of domestic Russian subversion in order to validate the government’s 

warped spending priorities. 

The history of the first Cold War is worth recalling today as we are living through 

another period of irrational hysteria and paranoia about Russia that will lead our country 

into a new dark age. 

The political establishment appears to be frazzled at this time since a democratic socialist, 

Bernie Sanders is poised to capture the Democratic nomination. 

The president, Donald J. Trump has also been hated for a variety of reasons that included 

his desire for better relations with Russia as expressed during the 2016 presidential 

election. 

Social critic Randolph Bourne once wrote in a famous essay that “war is the health of the 

state” – meaning to imply that governments would always invoke the danger of a foreign 

enemy in order to divert popular mobilization away from class struggle and meaningful 

social change. 

His insights hold great relevance today and should be heeded by grass roots movements 

seeking to break the back of America’s ruling oligarchy and bring real change to this 

country. 

CounterPunch 26.02.2020 


