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The Pentagon, Brussels and London Have Georgia
on Their Minds

The British Defense Secretary, Gavin Williamson, was fired on May 1 to a chorus of
derisive approval for leaking the contents of discussions at a meeting of the UK’s
National Security Council. There can be no surprise that he leaked, because every
politician does that; but there was moderate surprise that he should have been pursued
for dong so, and even astonishment that his actions led to his dismissal for an action he
continues to deny. His eleven-minute telephone conversation with a journalist was

called compelling evidence — and he should have known that the techno-dweebs of

British Intelligence would not only have known the length of his little chat, but every
single word of it. No wonder the prime minister was confident enough to fire him.
He’s no loss to anyone, least of all to the cause of peace and compromise in Europe, as

evidenced by the speech in which he declared that “today, Russia is resurgent —

rebuilding its military arsenal and seeking to bring the independent countries of the
former Soviet Union, like Georgia and Ukraine, back into its orbit.” His (somewhat
blunt) saber-rattling was seized upon by much of London’s media, and the British public
has been influenced accordingly.

Britain’s Daily Express newspaper is a bizarre publication that specializes in
sensationalist raving. Some of its reports are weird beyond imagination, and it went even
further than wusual into fogs of delusion on April 21 when one of
its headlines announced “World War 3: UK CONFRONTS Russia by sending warship to
Black Sea.”
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The vessel dispatched on a “freedom of navigation maneuver” by the UK’s Royal Navy is
HMS Echo, which cannot be described as a warship. It is “designed to carry out a wide
range of survey work, including support to submarine and amphibious operations” and it
carries a few cannon and machine guns, but it is difficult to see how it could confront
anything more deadly than a prawn-boat. It is, however, part of the grand plan of the US-
NATO military alliance which on April 4 “agreed a package of measures to improve
NATO’s situational awareness in the Black Sea region and strengthen support for
partners Georgia and Ukraine.”

HQ NATO much regrets that its encirclement of Russia does not yet include Georgia or
Ukraine. The Brussels sub-office of the Pentagon is trying hard to formally enlist both
countries and announced on March 26 that “Georgia is one of the Alliance’s closest
partners. It aspires to join the Alliance. The country actively contributes to NATO-led
operations and cooperates with the Allies and other partner countries in many other areas.
Over time, a broad range of practical cooperation has developed between NATO and
Georgia, which supports Georgia’s reform efforts and its goal of Euro-Atlantic
integration.”

The day before NATO’s declaration the globe-trotting head of the organization, Jens
Stoltenberg, was in Georgia to attend military exercises. At a meeting with Prime

Minister Mamuka Bakhtadze he declared it had been ‘“clearly stated that Georgia will

become a member of NATO” and “We will continue working together to prepare for
Georgia’s NATO membership,” which was first mooted in 2008 but somehow has never
come about.

Non-US NATO military spending totals $264 billion a year, four times that of Russia,
and the US will splurge $750 billion next year, so Georgia’s 37,000 military personnel,
ten Su-25 combat aircraft and military budget of $380 million are not going to make
much of a contribution to NATO, but that’s not the point. What the US-NATO grouping
wants is to deploy its armed forces even closer to Russia than at present. When Georgia
joins, there will be an opportunity to base tanks, aircraft and missiles right up against the
Russian border, as in the Baltic states.

The most interesting observation about Georgia by Radio Free Europe in its account of
the Stoltenberg visit was that “The country of some 3.7 million people fought a brief war
with Russia in August 2008, and Moscow’s continued military presence on the country’s

territory adds to tensions in the region.”
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It is never mentioned by the Pentagon, Brussels or the Western media that the “brief war”
was entirely the fault of Georgia. Nor is it admitted that if Russia had wished to do so, it
could have swept through and occupied the whole of Georgia in a few days without

interference by NATO or anyone else.

The European Union decided to conduct an inquiry into the conflict, and in 2009
produced a report which, deep down in its 1,000 pages, states that Georgia initiated the
war. This was not at all what the Western world wanted to be told, and the paper is full of
observations intended to disguise or excuse Georgia’s military antics. The
UK’s Independent online newspaper reported that “The first authoritative study of the
war over South Ossetia has concluded that Georgia started the conflict with Russia with
an attack that was in violation of international law,” but there are very few people in the
Western Establishment who will admit that Georgia was to blame, and they steadfastly
support Georgia’s foolhardy aggression.

The EU noted that “There were reportedly more than a hundred US military advisers in

the Georgian armed forces when the conflict erupted in August 2008, and an even larger
number of US specialists and advisors are thought to have been active in different
branches of the Georgian power structures and administration. Considerable military
support in terms of equipment and to some extent training was provided by a number of
other countries led by Ukraine, the Czech Republic and Israel.” In other words, Georgia
was considered a prime ally because it opposed Russia, and the US and its allies helped it
prepare for its futile attack.

This is not surprising, given the speech by President George W Bush in Georgia’s capital,
Tbilisi, in May 2005. The man who ordered the invasions of Afghanistan in 2001 and
Iraq in 2003 was eloquent about Georgia’s military contribution to these disastrous
conflicts, and observed that “last year, when terrorist violence in Iraq was escalating,
Georgia showed her courage. You increased your troop commitment in Iraq fivefold. The
Iraqi people are grateful and so are your American and coalition allies.” Indeed
Washington is so grateful to the Georgian government for contributing to its wars (which
involved the needless deaths of 32 Georgian soldiers in Afghanistan and five in Iraq), it
provides generous aid packages, both civil and military.

A US Congressional Research Service Report of April 2019 notes that in this financial
year Congress approved $89 million in civil aid and that in 2018 military aid was $40

million. These amounts don’t seem much at first glance, especially when compared to the
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mega-billions doled out to Afghanistan, Israel and Iraq — but given that its population is
only 3.7 million, Georgia is doing very nicely.

In June 2018, the US Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs
said US policy is to “check Russian aggression,” including by “building up the means of
self-defense for those states most directly threatened by Russia militarily: Ukraine and
Georgia,” which repay US financial patronage not only by sacrificing their soldiers in
Washington’s wars (18 Ukrainian soldiers were killed in Iraq), but in more intriguing
ways, including in UN forums.

For obvious reasons it has long been thought by most countries that there should be
international agreement to ban weapons in space, and a Russian-Chinese draft treaty
proposing such legislation was submitted to the UN in February 2008. Washington
refused to consider it, and when an amended version was presented at the UN’s First
Committee in 2015 it was voted against by the US — along with its well-paid puppets,

Israel, Georgia and Ukraine.

The US-NATO alliance is determined to encircle Russia more tightly, and Georgia wants
to help it do so. Such provocative cooperation in these endeavors heightens tension
between Georgia and Russia, which in the eyes of the western media serves to justify yet
more NATO expansion. It is reminiscent of the 1930 song whose last verse is “Whoa,
Georgia, Georgia, No peace, no peace I find; Just this old sweet song, Keeps Georgia on
my mind ....”

A version of this piece appeared in Strategic Culture Foundation on April 29.
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