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Iraq, Turkey Reject Kurds Offer to Suspend 

Independence Push 

 

10/26/2017 

Both Iraq’s central government and the government have neighboring Turkey have publicly 

rejected an offer by Iraqi Kurdistan to suspend its independence effort in return for an end to 

ongoing military offensives against Kurdish 

territory. Both insist the offer is 

“insufficient.” 

On September 25, Kurdish voters passed a 

referendum to secede from Iraq by over 92%. 

Iran and Turkey have since been in talks with 

Iraq’s central government on resisting the 

effort militarily, and in the last two weeks 

Iraqi Kurdistan lost all territory gained in the 

ISIS War. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Hayder Abadi says he 

won’t accept anything short of the outright 

abandonment of Kurdish independence 

ambition and the outright cancellation of the 

referendum and its results. 

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu concurred, saying that the Turkish government 

wants an immediate decision to declare the referendum null and void. Turkey has expressed 

http://www.afgazad.com/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-41760519
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-41760519
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-41760519
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-iraq-turkey/turkey-says-iraqi-kurdish-offer-to-suspend-independence-drive-insufficient-idUSKBN1CV1DG


www.afgazad.com  2 afgazad@gmail.com  

 

particular fury at the idea of Iraqi Kurdish independence because of their own substantial 

Kurdish minority. 

 

 


